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AFTERNOON DELIGHT !                                        (Photo Courtesy Dylan Knott) 

 

 This photo says it all, our SAR 19D locomotive No 2767, still in its Sappi Saiccor blue livery, arrived safely 

at Creighton depot on the Patons Country Railway during the afternoon of Wednesday 6th September.  

 

 The preservation of óSaiccor No 3ô as she has been known for almost 30 years, began back in February 

1990 when a small group of NBLPG Members visited Umkomaas for the first time. On that momentous 

occasion I explained to the locomotiveôs driver that we were going to preserve a South African 25NC and 

take it back to the UK and he answered that perhaps we might like to preserve this one when it was retired 

from service ! A series of letters to the Sappi Management followed and they agreed in principle that they 

would donate No 3 to us when she was no longer needed.  

 

In the years that followed our Chairman Nick Newport and several other members made regular visits to the 

line and a good working relationship was built up with the staff and management. At first we thought that 

the end of steam at Sappi would come before the turn of the century, but of course No 3 and its sister No 2 

soldiered on long after steam had ended elsewhere and the pair were eventually withdrawn in August 2015.  

 

Fortunately for us the current Sappi Management agreed to honour the promise made 25 years ago and No 3 

was duly handed over to us on 26th January 2016. Thanks to the generosity of our Members were able to 

raise the haulage costs for the move to Creighton and we are very grateful to Julian Pereira and his 

colleagues at Patons Country Railway for kindly agreeing to provide her with a home. A big vote of thanks 

is also due to Dylan Knott for project managing the move and co-ordinating all the activity between Sappi, 

the haulage company and the Railway. Itôs early days yet but we hope very much that it might be possible 

for her to steam once more in preservation. More photos and details of the move can be found on page 5.   
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ROCKS BY RAIL                     (Photos courtesy Garath Earnshaw) 

An interesting NBL survivor is gradually being brought back to life at the Rocks by Rail Ironstone Museum 

at Cottesmore in Rutland. Tony Sinclair and his colleague Garath Earnshaw are restoring North British 

330hp 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter No 27656 which was built at Queens Park Works in 1957.  

             

No 27656 originally worked at CA Parsons Engineering Ltd near Newcastle but was sold to Tyne & Wear 

Metro to help with the construction of that system. However, it is thought that the loco was never actually 

used by its last owner and was stored for many years with the exhaust uncovered. As can be imagine this has 

done the power unit a NBL-MAN w6v17.5/22as no good at all.   

                

Tony and Garath have already fired up the Generator and grinders and removed the overhang on the brake 

blocks and tyres and, after lots of banging and spraying of oil, now have a working handbrake. Next they 

plan on stripping the bonnet and removing the heads to assess the bores etc. They are very keen to obtain 

photos of the loco at Parsons or Tyne & Wear and if anyone can help could they please contact Ken asap. 
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       61662 UPDATE                                                                (photos KL Collection)  

 

                      
 

 After a couple of weeks break for the Summer holidays, our work parties resumed on 12th September. The 

steel for the front footplate curves was collected from our supplier in Bracknell and trial fitted to the loco. 

As expected, some trimming was required, but the left-hand side was soon cut to size using an angle grinder 

and was then drilled and fitted into place. Both sides were given a coat of red oxide paint to protect them 

from the elements but the right-hand side will need to be trimmed and drilled on our next visit.     

 

                
  

 This year sees the 80th Anniversary of the completion of the original óManchester Unitedô locomotive and 

we are making every effort to get the front end of the new engine into a presentable condition for public 

display. Funds are urgently needed to move the project forward so if you are able to help in any way please 

make a small donation or buy a Share. 

  

You can use the form at the end of this Newsletter or visit the donations page on our dedicated 61662 

Appeal website at : http://www.engine61662appeal.co.uk/help.html  Thank You. 

http://www.engine61662appeal.co.uk/help.html
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Abôs IN ACTION                                                                (photos Bob Hepburn & JM C reber)  

 

                  
 

We have featured New Zealandôs Ab Class Pacifics in these pages before but I couldnôt resist these two 

wonderful historic photographs sent in recently by correspondents Trevor Cheer and Wilson Lythgoe. With 

141 examples, the Abôs were of course the largest class of steam locomotives ever to run in New Zealand. 

85 of them were constructed at NBLôs Queens Park Works in Glasgow between 1920 and 1925 but two 

locomotives were lost in the wreck of the SS Wiltshire in May 1922. 

 

The top photo was taken by Bob Hepburn on 29th August 1957 on the northern outskirts of Napier, and 

depicts Ab838 heading north between Westshore and Bay View with 972 goods bound for Wairoa ï about 

70 miles away. Ab838 was the last ñAbò class locomotive built for NZ Railways and carried NBL works no 

23206. She entered service in August 1925 and was withdrawn in September 1966.   

                     

                  
 

Photographed by JM Creber at Aickens station on 25th August 1962, Ab804 and A474 pick up the 3 cars 

used by the Railway Enthusiasts Society for their Midland Rail Tour.  The cars will be added to the goods 

train parked up on the main, for the trip up to Otira. Ab804 was NBL 23173 and worked until April 1966. 

Seven Abôs have been preserved including 2 of the NBL locos - and two more remain on the seabed. 
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THE ROAD TO CREIGHTON                     (photos courtesy Dylan Knott) 

                      

On Monday 4th September, after weeks of planning and discussion, we received a message from Mercor that 

their lowbed had left Potchefstroom and was en route to Umkomaas - the move was underway at last ! This 

420 miles journey had to be made the day before the loco move as the Mercor staff had to attend a 4 hour 

safety induction at Sappi before being allowed to work on the site.  

   

   
 

After the induction course was completed, the tender was safely loaded and transported to Creighton. The 

Mercor crew then spent a second night in KwaZulu-Natal ready for an early start back at the mill next 

morning.  

 

   
 

The eighty tons 19D proved a little harder to load than the tender but, with a little help from a Sappi tractor 

unit, No 3 was soon safely winched aboard. 

 

   
 

As mentioned earlier, the chimney and dome cover were removed to reduce height but the locomotive still 

made an impressive sight attracting much attention from the locals on the 86 miles journey to Creighton. 

Patonsô staff kindly re-fitted the chimney and dome cover soon after the loco was unloaded. 

  


